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A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

EDITORIALS
= Regimes of Dispossession
m Politics of Caste-based Schemes

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
= State as a Partisan Entity

ALTERNATIVE STANDPOINT

= Trust and the Responsibility of Scientists to
the Public

COMMENTARY

= The Force Multipliers of Disasters
in Uttarakhand

= National Education Policy 2020:
Realigning the Bhadralok

= Anti-defection Law: Towards a Paradigm Shift?

BOOK REVIEWS

w The Billionaire Raj: A Journey through India’s
New Gilded Age

m Socio-economic Surveys of Three Villages
in Tripura: A Study of Agrarian Relations
PERSPECTIVES
= Modern Monetary Theory, Deglobalisation
and the Dollar
SPECIAL ARTICLES

= The Making of Ambedkarite Public Culture:
Spatiality and Expressions of Dalits’
Conscientising Space in Mumbai

® Dynamics of Caste and Landlessness:
A Missing Perspective in Urban Development

NOTES

m Protection for Medical Professionals:
Has India Done Enough?
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The absence of necessary i?h“ﬁﬁl’t‘b‘i’fﬁﬁand early warning
systems, and the lack of any accountability or ability to
learn lessons from disasters act as force multipliers
during such disasters. page 13

Protecting Medical Personnel

The causes of violence against medical personnel are
highlighted, even as the Indian legislation on the subject
is deficient and in urgent need of amendments. page 54

Modern Monetary Theory

The linkages of the international monetary system with
shifts in global imbalances are discussed, as modern
monetary theory rises in the wake of the global financial
crisis and COVID-19. page 31

Ambedkarite Public Culture

Mumbai’s Ambedkarite public culture and the spatial
distribution of Dalits and their community associations,
which prepared the ground for the movement for Dalit
liberation, are analysed. page 39

An Unequal Education

The people-oriented vision of education as
empowerment is lost in a National Education Policy,
2020 that seeks to build skills for the global market,
while strengthening traditional inequalities. page 17
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Regimes of Dispossession
7 Mass privatisation and monetisation of public assets will push the country
into yet another crisis.

Politics of Caste-based Schemes
8  Governmentalising schemes in favour of a privileged caste defeats the
principle of justice.

Trust and the Responsibility of Scientists to the Public

10 The history of science is evidence to show that scientific knowledge is as
much part of cultural narratives, and building trust in science needs to
recognise this. — Sundar Sarukkai

The Force Multipliers of Disasters in Uttarakhand

13 Major human interventions in Uttarakhand like hydropower projects and
highways implemented without an informed or democratic decision-making
process act as force multipliers during such disasters. — Himanshu Thakkar

National Education Policy 2020: Realigning the Bhadralok

17 The National Education Policy, 2020 seeks to build skills for traditional
vocations and for the global market, but with a vision that deepens the
inequalities of caste, class and gender. — Yemuna Sunny

Anti-defection Law: Towards a Paradigm Shift?

21 The ubiquitous relationship between the anti-defection jurisprudence and
the tenets of inner-party democracy needs to be understood, especially
against the backdrop of recent political events. — Shameek Sen

Modern Monetary Theory, Deglobalisation and the Dollar
31 The article explores the interconnections between the rise of modern

monetary theory, deglobalisation and the international monetary system.
— Alok Sheel

The Making of Ambedkarite Public Culture
39 Since the Dalits’ ideas about self and consciousness were largely shaped

by their everyday experiences, B R Ambedkar thoughtfully evolved the Dalits’

public culture towards conscientising mental and physical space.
— Kishor Gaikwad

Dynamics of Caste and Landlessness

46 The effects of land acquisition processes and poor urban planning on
Dalits and the marginalised landless population are analysed.
— Ajay Kumar Gautam, Bhujang Sambhaji Waghmare

Protection for Medical Professionals: Has India Done Enough?

54 The causes of the antagonism between patients and doctors leading to
violence against medical professionals are highlighted, and the efficiency of
the legislations enacted for the protection of medicare professionals in India
is examined. — Sakshat Bansal, Gayatri Puthran

Postscript

63 Kalpajyoti Bhuyan on Paatal Lok’s ruthless deconstruction of contemporary
India; Aditi Deo on the 20th-century woman musician in khayal;
Asrarul Haque Jeelani on the stigmatisation of disease and our culture of
profanity; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

EDITORIALS
= Politics of Regulating Digital Media
= The Pitfalls of Quota for Locals

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
= Corporates and Their Systemic ‘Innocence’

HT PAREKH FINANCE COLUMN
m The Battle of GameStop

COMMENTARY

2021 Assembly Elections

® Livelihood Vulnerabilities of Tribals during
COVID-19: Challenges and Policy Measures

® Managing Groundwater—Energy Nexus
in India: What Will Solar Pumps Achieve?

BOOK REVIEWS
® Supreme Court of India: The Beginnings

® Early Indians: The Story of Qur Ancestors and
Where We Came From

PERSPECTIVES

= The Infosys Prize: A Proxy Indicator of the
Vitality of India’s Knowledge Landscape

® Farm Laws: Conflating Deregulation
with Modernisation

SPECIAL ARTICLES
® Growth Transitions in India: Myth and Reality

® Beyond Personal Laws: Creating a
‘Time and Space’ for the Uniform Civil Code

= Dalit Women and Colonial Christianity:
First Telugu Bible Women as Teachers
of Wisdom

CURRENT STATISTICS

- Economic&Politl

® A Crucible of Tamil Nadu's Sociopolitical Ethos:
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Whither Dra ic&i;antthoERARy

The challenges for the two Dravidian parties in
articulating a political vision rooted in Dravidian-Tamil
commonsense appealing to a transforming economy
and society are examined. page 14

Modernising MSP

The solution to the minimum support price conundrum is
in its extension to ensure a decentralised procurement
system in a diverse range of crops, without compromising
the farmers’ interests. page 37

India’s Knowledge Landscape

The institutions of education, current research, and
social profiles of Infosys Prize awardees as proxy

indicators reveal the current state of knowledge in
public institutions and the biases therein. page 31

The Real Trajectory of Growth

An assessment of the trajectory of growth in India
during 1950-2020 finds that while hurdles to growth do
exist, they cannot be overcome by shifting to a more
liberal policy regime alone. page 43

Democracy in the Market

The novel form of collective action that resulted in the
battle of GameStop is here to stay and has revealed that
democracy in financial markets is just a myth. page 10
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Politics of Regulating Digital Media
7 While ensuring the accountability of big tech, the 1T rules must not stifle
free speech.

The Pitfalls of Quota for Locals
8  The employment quota for locals is politically repugnant and also vexing for
the economy.

The Battle of GameStop

10 What the battle of GameStop has brought into light is that democracy in
financial markets is just a myth: whoever controls the valves controls the flow.
— Ahmet Oncii, T Sabri Oncii

A Crucible of Tamil Nadu’s Sociopolitical Ethos

14 Based on shifts in Tamil Nadu’s economy and polity, the prospects for
emergence of political alternatives to the two dominant Dravidian
parties are examined in the context of the upcoming assembly elections.
— M Vijayabaskar, Vignesh Karthik KR

Livelihood Vulnerabilities of Tribals during COVID-19

19 There is an urgent need to focus on food security and strong social protection
mechanisms to help tribal communities to minimise the impact of the
pandemic. — Minaketan Behera, Preksha Dassani

Managing Groundwater—Energy Nexus in India

22 Agruments in support of the “SPaRC” model as a solution for India’s multiple
problems in agriculture are misleading. — Meera Sahasranaman,
M Dinesh Kumar, Mahendra Singh Verma, Chris J Perry, Nitin Bassi &
M VK Sivamohan

The Infosys Prize

31 Using the Infosys Prize as a proxy indicator, this article raises some crucial
questions about epistemic and structural biases that limit the scope of laureates
to a set of elite institutions and knowledge systems. — Peter Ronald deSouza

Farm Laws: Conflating Deregulation with Modernisation
37 The possibilities for extension of the minimum support prices to ensure a

decentralised procurement system in a diverse range of crops are discussed.
— M S Sriram

Growth Transitions in India: Myth and Reality

43 This paper addresses the proper delineation of the phases of growth in India
using state-of-the-art statistical methodology and provides a theoretical
explanation for that history. — Pulapre Balakrishnan, Mausumi Das &
M Parameswaran

Creating a ‘Time and Space’ for the Uniform Civil Code

50 Insofar as Muslims continue to manifest personal laws as a part of their right
to live as a religious minority, an abrupt transition from personal laws to the
Uniform Civil Code, politically, remains inexpedient. — Zubair Ahmad Bader

Dalit Women and Colonial Christianity

57 Bible women played a pivotal role in the history of Dalits, gender, and
missions by shaping the life and community of Dalits and spreading
Christianity in Rayalaseema. — Chakali Chandra Sekhar
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A SAMEEKSHA TRUST PUBLICATION

- Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY

EDITORIALS
= Government and Its Adaptive Ignorance
= The "Public’ within and beyond the Enterprise

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
® Democracy in Search of Decency

LAW & SOCIETY
= Pendency during the Pandemic

COMMENTARY

= Big Tech'’s ‘Societies of Control’

= Cooperative or Coercive Federalism

= Social Security Code, 2020 and Rules: A Critique

= (Non)Humanising the Home in the
Anthropocene: Notes from a ‘Lockdown’

= Dangerous Cooking Using Unsafe Fuels

BOOK REVIEWS

m People’s Car: Industrial India and
the Riddles of Populism

m My Son’s Inheritance: A Secret History of
Lynching and Blood Justice in India

PERSPECTIVES

= Elementary Education in India

SPECIAL ARTICLES

= Gender, Class and Community in Mobilisation
of Labour: Cotton Mills in Tamil Nadu, 1914-51

= Fuel Price Behaviour under Different
Regimes in India since 2002

= Ambedkar, Gandhians and the Indian Village

DISCUSSION
® Understanding West Bengal Economy

CURRENT STATISTICS
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Women Millworkersin Tamil Nadu
Though the state, capitalists, and unions tried to constrain
them to traditional gender roles, women workers were
not merely made by politics as they forged agency for
themselves and expanded the degree of freedoms. page 40

Curbing Big Tech
Supremacist tendencies of big tech need to be

challenged through state actions to break their
monopolies and limit their presence. page 12

New Segregation in Education

The segmented schooling system in the context of
privatisation reinforces existing stratifications and
entrenches the association of students across various
socio-economic strata with different school types. page 33

Federalism and Union Budget

The union government is curbing the financial
independence and developmental abilities of the states
by reducing the divisible pool and imposing constraints
on market borrowing. page 14

Politics of Petroleum Prices

The impact of global crude oil prices and exchange rates
is observed to be different across the three different
political regimes from 2002 to the present. page 49
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Pendency during the Pandemic

10 The Supreme Court finds itself facing increased pendency and demands to
restart in-person hearings after measures to fight covin-19 forced courts in
India to suspend in-person hearings. — Alok Prasanna Kumar

Posthumanist Confinement: Big Tech’s ‘Societies of Control’

12 The idea of tech companies as an important power in the creation of
“societies of control” is explored, building on which contemporary
posthumanism is looked at as human existence represented and replicated as
non-human entities. — Avanti Lele

Cooperative or Coercive Federalism: Union Budget 2021-22
14  Certain provisions of the Union Budget 2021-22 that have diluted the
spirit of cooperative federalism in the country are looked at.
— Arvind Awasthi, Siddharth Shukla

Social Security Code, 2020 and Rules: A Critique

17 The focus of the article is the Social Security Code, 2020 and the rules
framed thereunder, which raise a number of issues regarding the working of
the new legislation. — Santosh Mehrotra, Kingshuk Sarkar

(Non)Humanising the Home in the Anthropocene

21 The concept of home is revisited in the context of the pandemic to ask how the
pandemic modifies and has an impact on the various inflections of home.
— Susan Haris

Dangerous Cooking Using Unsafe Fuels: A Case Study of Punjab
24 Despite the efforts of the Indian government to make available clean fuels,
the use of cow dung cakes continues unabated; people should be made aware
of the adverse effects of this practice on health and the environment.
— Mandeep Kaur, Kuldip Kaur

Disadvantages and Segregation through School Choice

33 The manner in which privatisation in elementary education in India changes
student composition, which then creates segregation across school types,
is analysed. — Biswajit Kar, Sachidanand Sinha

Cotton Mills in Tamil Nadu, 1914-51

40 The integration of women workers into cotton mills in Tamil Nadu is
surveyed in this paper to trace the construction of notions of gender,
community, and class among millworkers. — M V Shobhana Warrier

Fuel Price Behaviour under Different Regimes in India since 2002
49 The variation of prices of petrol and diesel since June 2002 in the metro
cities in India and the impacts of the international crude oil price
and exchange rates on such prices in these cities are examined.
— Utpal Kumar De, Manoranjan Pal & Soumyendra Kishore

Ambedkar, Gandhians and the Indian Village

59 The paper attempts to understand the two competing models of postcolonial
modernity on the issue of the village, that is, one representing a Gandhian
perspective and the other a liberal Western perspective led by B R Ambedkar.
— Paramyjit S Judge

Understanding West Bengal Economy: Nothing Aporetic
66 Aresponse to Prasenjit Bose’s “State of the West Bengal Economy:
Beyond Aporetic Official Claims” (26 January 2019)
— Bureau of Applied Economics & Statistics

Postscript

71 Madhumati Dutta on an unexpected encounter with a bullfight in a Spanish
village; Hari Padmanabhan on advancements created by engaging in
scientific research that are a reflection of human nature; Taniya Roy on the
invocation of “Corona Devi” during covip-19; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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® DemocratiC Government by One Person

= Roll Out a Universal Public Distribution System

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
= Freedom to Be Politically Vigilant

COMMENTARY

= | eft Democratic Front Victory in Kerala’s
Local Body Elections

= Bad Bank, Bad Loans and the Indian
Banking Mess

= Pandemic as Population Check?
The Dangerous Fallacies of Populationism

m Performance of Women and
Child Development Sector in India

= Dwijendra Narayan Jha (1940-2021)

BOOK REVIEWS

= A Political History of Literature:
Vidyapati and the Fifteenth Century

m Healthcare for India’s Poor:
The Health Insurance Way

PERSPECTIVES

= Caste and COVID-19:
Notes on Sanitation in a Pandemic

m Construction of Calamities in the
Uttarakhand Himalaya

SPECIAL ARTICLES

® Agrarian Crisis and Agricultural Labourer
Suicides in Punjab

® | earning and Language: English as Medium

of Instruction in Low-cost Private Schools

CURRENT STATISTICS

Squeeze on Agricultural Labourers

With the diminishing employment opportunities and
farm wage rates, the agrarian crisis in Punjab has pushed
the agricultural labourers towards low earnings and debt
traps, leading them towards death by suicide. page 49

Sanitation Work and the Pandemic

The current crisis provides conditions that could
establish a discourse and practice of sanitation and a
culture of public health in India, grounded in a paradigm
beyond that of caste. page 35

Neo-Malthusianism Redux

The belief among sections of the elite that a much-needed
population check is “naturally” occurring through the spread
of the disease, helps erase government failure, and treats
urban slums and poor clusters as dispensable. page 17
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Left Democratic Front Victory in Kerala’s Local Body Elections
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Bad Bank, Bad Loans and the Indian Banking Mess
13 The reasons for the large non-performing assets of the Indian banks,
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— Nupur Pavan Bang, Vivek Kaul

Pandemic as Population Check?
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the dangers of support for coercive population control policies in the garb of

economic recovery are examined. — Aprajita Sarcar, Mohan Rao

Performance of Women and Child Development Sector in India
22 A sector-level evaluation of schemes for women and child development in
India shows that a synergy between various ministries working for child and
women protection is needed for their wholesome development and

empowerment. — Raja Krishna Murthy Morla

Dwijendra Narayan Jha (1940-2021)
28 Busting communal myths and approaching history with a scientific rigour
were the hallmarks of D N Jha’s life and work. — Suchandra Ghosh

Caste and COVID-19: Notes on Sanitation in a Pandemic

35 The article looks at on-ground shifts in patterns of how the state and general
public are treating sanitation workers during the covip-19 pandemic.
— Kanthi Swaroop, Joel Lee

Construction of Calamities in the Uttarakhand Himalaya
43 Hydropower projects in Uttarakhand have increased the vulnerability of the
mountain villagers towards disasters, while giving these an unsettling

everydayness and a spiralling effect. — Shruti Jain

Agrarian Crisis and Agricultural Labourer Suicides in Punjab
49 Punjab’s agrarian crisis has pushed the agricultural labourers towards low
earnings and debt traps, which have led them towards death by suicide. The
financial compensation, debt waiver, provision of healthcare and education of
victim families are the main policy measures for addressing the act of suicide

by agricultural labourers. — Sukhpal Singh, Manjeet Kaur & H S Kingra

Language in Low-cost Private Schools
57 Inlow-cost private schools in India, English as a medium of instruction attracts
children of poorly educated parents with a low-income background. A primary

survey in Delhi and the National Capital Region finds that mediating

primary-level education through an unfamiliar language poses language
barriers and adversely affects the learning outcome. — Tanuka Endow
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